
Mr. Francke, 

I have received your request for a statement regarding our recent city council meeting. 
First, I would like to express my disappointment and slight frustration that you 
apparently rely solely on the YouTube replay of the meeting to get your information. If 
you truly wanted the best scope of information you would have been in the city council 
chambers or at very least, zoom in. 

That being said, Gordon has posted a new "recovery" version of the meeting from the 
back-up to YouTube early this morning. While still pretty choppy, there is more audio 
available. 

Councilor Varwig answers some of the accusations found in the text exchange in his 
comments that began around the 2:25 mark. 

Tyler Smith speaks around the 2:49 mark and Dawn Depner was reading her statement 
and may have transcript to provide to fill in the choppy audio. 

Also, the screenshots of the text exchange in question has since been included in the 
council packet for the 3/2 meeting. 

Now, my thoughts on the meeting. 

* The text exchange provided clearly indicates that a serial meeting occurred, as 
suspected, prompting the FOIA request. 

* The text exchange also brings question in my mind that we might be seeing another 
quid pro quo situation similar to what we saw last year. 

* Our city attorney advised that we act under ORS 192. 680, which provides a way to 
basically cover the tracks of bad behavior and potentially avoid legal consequences. 
There is a 60 day window to take these kind of situations to court and this text thread 
was made public just 5 days before that window would close. Coincidence? I don't 
know. 

* Several citizens spoke at the meeting showing concern about this issue including 
attorney Tyler Smith, whose testimony gave a legal definition of an actual conflict of 
interest being a pecuniary benefit or detriment regarding a decision. I believe that four 
councilors should not have been allowed to participate in the proceedings on March 2nd 
because the vote could potentially avoid legal fees and fines for them. 

* I've been told by multiple people that one councilor "has 27 items to push through in 
the next 14 months because she has the votes." Hearing that concerns me and makes 
me wonder if more text exchanges like the one brought before us exists regarding other 
items of city interest. 

* Public input is paramount to our decision making and the fact that Councilor Bangs 
tried fervently to shut down the citizen comments on this issue is an abomination. 

* I was hopeful that at least the one councilor who was "ready to support a vote of 
integrity" would come through with the right decision. Alas, I was disappointed. 



Thank you, 

Council President Traci Hensley  

City of Canby  

"The Garden Spot" 

 


